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September 25, 1848, to October 4, 1848

Brooklyn, New York

A report is made at the meeting of the General Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch
Church in North America (RCA) of the "Western Department" by the Board of Domestic
Missions, John Gosman, chairman and pastor of the Reformed Church of Hudson, New
York.
Excerpts from the report: The missionaries speak particularly of the necessity of
sustaining our enterprise at Grand Rapids, not only on account of the importance of the
place, but also because a large colony of Hollanders, consisting of some three thousand
souls—to which, during the present season, there will be large accessions—have located
themselves in that vicinity. Other denominations are using active measures to bring them
under their influence, while we, who are of the same origin, springing from the same
branch of the Reformation, and adopting the same standards, are doing nothing but
exposing them to be swallowed up by men of every name and every creed. These settlers
are for the most part men of property and of the highest moral and religious character, and
have come over with strong preferences for the Reformed Dutch Church. (p. 425)
At the conclusion of the report, it was made known who had been elected from the double
slate to the Board of Domestic Missions. The list contains some of the most distinguished
members of the RCA: Thomas De Witt, Isaac Ferris, Mancius S. Hutton, George W.
Bethune, Abraham Messler, John Garretson, William J. R. Taylor, Isaac N. Wyckoff,
James Romeyn, and Theodore Frelinghuysen for a total of 24 men. John Garretson later
became the executive secretary of the board with whom Albertus C. Van Raalte had much
correspondence.
The whole report indicates the struggles of the RCA to enlarge its mission work in the
United States in spite of limited funds and personnel.
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funds which have been bequeathed for another, although kindred
object, and would recommend that in future no similar appropriations be made by them.
WESTERN DEPARTMENT.

No addition has been made of churches or missionary stations
to the number reported last year, and attention and effort have
been withdrawn from one place of considerable importance—
Peoria. Several of the Western enterprises have declined. Some
of the chueches to which we have extended a fostering care, have
grown somewhat in spiritual and pecuniary strength. Some have
been stationary, and others have diminished in these respects.
The statements of the labors of the brethren indicate that they
are devoted to their work, and manifest energy and perseverance
amidst the difficulties which surround them. There are obstacles
to be encountered from the character of the population, and much
time, patient effort and zeal, combined with the meekness of
heavenly wisdom, are requisite to establish settled Christian order
in the West. The Synod directed the Board to explore the
Western field, that its real condition might be ascertained, and the
missionary operations brought to bear on those points which would
have a happy influence on any future movements. During the
past year no plan has been devised, nor steps taken to obtain
a knowledge of openings for missionary operations in the West.
Two ministerial brethren, who feel a deep interest in this cause,
tendered their services to the Board last autumn, upon liberal
terms, with reference to this object. Their proposal was however
declined, because it embraced educational objects as prominent,
in connection with those of a missionary character. The majority
of the members of the Board present, regarded all plans to promote, or all explorations that had reference to that object, as
not falling legitimately within their sphere of operations. The
brethren referred to visited a number of important places in the
West, and have obtained much valuable information, which they
have communicated to the Board. It was kindly received and
acted upon, so far as to resolve that it was expedient to occupy
some important stations, as soon as men and means could be
obtained. In this they have not succeeded; and nothing further
has been done upon the subject.
Your committee have had an interview with two of the Western
missionaries, who represent the prospects of our Church in the
West, as most encouraging. They speak, however, with pain of
the failure of the Board to send out men *of the right stamp to
occupy important stations, in which we might have had flourishing
churches, had they been occupied at the proper time. In some of
these places the way is yet open, if the Church will take prompt
and energetic action in supplying them. The missionaries 'speak
particularly of the necessity of sustaining our enterprise at Grand
Rapids, not only on account of the importance of the place, but
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also because a large colony of Hollanders, consisting of some
three thousand souls—to which, during the present season, there
will be large accessions—have locatedbthemselves in that vicinity.
Other denominations are using active measures to bring them
under their influence, while we, who are of the same origin, springing from the same branch of the Reformation, and adopting the
same standards, are doing nothing but exposing them to be swallowed up by men of every name and every creed. These settlers
are for the most pert men of prop±3rty and of the highest moral
and religióus characiii-n4 have come over with strong preferences for the Reformed Dutch Church.
•
The missionaries are discouraged on account of the feebleness
with which our efforts are prosecuted, and urge the necessity
of more vigorous action to sustain and strengthen them. We
have talked much of the importance of occupying the Westeen
field; but too much of our zeal has been spent in words—our
action has been so tardy, our efforts so disproportioned to the
plagnitude of the work, that we cannot reasonably express the
slightest wonder that we have not been more successful, and the
r,es:Ults of our operations have been so discouraging. It would
hay been strange, if it had been otherwise. We can expect to
reap only where we have sown—to gather only where we have
strewed.
To recover the ground we have lost, and to restore our missions to some degree of prosperity, it is necessary that new plans of
action should be adopted, that a different course should be pursued
than has been pursued in times past. Your committee would
therefore express their entire concurrence in the views expressed
by the Committee on the State of the Church, and would recommend for adoption the plans then proposed.
In view of the whole, your committee would say, that action—
immediate, well-directed, persevering action—is absolutely necessary, that our Zion may put on her beautiful garments. That,
while obeying the command, "Enlarge the place of thy tent, and
let them stretch forth the curtains of thy habitations. Spare not;
lengthen thy cords and strengthen thy stakes," she may realize the
fulfilment of the promise, "Thou shalt break forth on the right
hand and on the left."
Your committee, recommend the adoption of the following resolutions :1. Resolved, That it is the decided conviction of this General
Synod, that an itinerant minister be appointed to take charge of
the operations of the Board of Domestic Missions west of Buffalo.
2. Resolved, That General Synod appoint some suitable individual to perform the duties stated in the 11th resolution of the
aforesaid report, and in accordance with the consideratións set
forth in the preceding resolutions. .
3. Resolved, That -the Board . of Domestic Missions hereafter
consist of twenty-four members, one-half of whom shall reside in
the cities of New York, Brooklyn and Jersey City, the residue to
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be appointed from other parts of the Church—one-third of the
number to be elected annually by General Synod.
4. Resolved, That the Board shall meet on the second Tuesday
after the adjournment of General Synod—on the Tuesday after
the meeting of the Executive Committee in November, and on the
Tuesday after the meeting of the said committee' in April.
5. Resolved, That the first meeting of this Board shall be held
on the second Tuesday of November next, at the Consistory Room
in Fulton street, New York, at 10 o'clock A. M.; and that at such
meeting, in addition to the organization of the Board, they shall
divide themselves into three classes; and that their subsequent
meetings be held at such hour as they may themselves decide, and
that the old Board continue to act in the meantime.
6. Resolved, That at these meetings of the Board all the actions
.of the Executive Committee shall be revised and passed upon;
and that at each meeting the Treasurer shall make a report of the
state of the funds.
7. Resolved, That said Board shall annually elect an Executive
Committee, consisting of nine members, to manage the Missionary
and Church Extension concerns, of which the Corresponding
Secretary and Treasurer shall be ex-officio members ; of the
remaining seven, three shall be laymen and four ministers; that
Jive members of said Committee shall form a quorum for the
transaction of business, and that they meet monthly.
8. Resolved, That the churches be earnestly recommended to
make annual collections for the purpose of aiding feeble churches
in erecting houses of worship, and that the several Classes be
directed to see that this recommendation be attended to in the best
manner to accomplish the object.
9. Resolved, That authority to act upon the principle of Church
extension, in aiding feeble congregations to erect houses of worship, be added to the existing powers of the Board of Domestic
Missions; and that all monies collected under the authority of Synod
for such purpose be committed to the said Board for distribution,
under the distinct injunction that the exercise of the charity be
restricted to cases of urgency, where due economy and modesty
shall have marked the plan of structure and rate of expenditure;
where the Congregation applying for help, pledge themselves for
the speedy completion of the building without leaving debt, and
where legal obligations be entered into that the sum granted shall
be returned to the Ref. Dutch Church, in case of the enterprise
failing, or the alienation of the property from a sacred use or the
authority of our denomination.
10. Resolved, That except when otherwise ordered by the
donors or testators, all monies collected for Church Extension
shall be distributed freely, as cases of need occur, tliat the liberality of the Church be promptly as well as wisely applied.
11. Resolved, That the Board of Domestic Missions be requested
to devise and endeavor to establish an efficient system for the collection Of funds, by which, so far as possible, Illirdens may be
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equalized, attention to the charities of the Church kept up, and
regulálity and increase of contribution secured; that the action of
the Board may be more confident, because more assured of funds,
and the great advantages of general, systematic liberality gained
and maintained.
12. Resolved, That all other enactments touching the powers and
other matters that relate to the Constitution of the Board, shall
remain in full force.
13. Resolved, That it be recommended to the students of our
Seminary to study the claims of the destitute parts of our own
country, as well as of the world at large; to consider the question of
personal duty in regard to them; to acquire due conceptions of the
amount and forms of labor requisite in given fields; to spend a
portion of their vacations in colporteur labors; and while cherishing
a sturdy spirit of endurance, that they cultivate those habits of study
and modes of address, which will facilitate their entrance among
them.
14. Resolved, That the portion of the Report of the Committee
on the State of the Church which refers to the establishment of
Literary and Theological Institutions in the West, be referred to
the Board of Missions, to report to the next Synod from such light
as their correspondence enables them to obtain, as to its practicability, and all such details as may enable the Synodno act upon
it intelligently.
15. Resolved, That the Board of Missions be recommended to
give especial attention to the wants of the Protestant Hollanders,
with a view to bringing them into connection with our own
Church, upon which, on account of their origin, they have greater
claims, than upon any denomination in our land, and to which they
are most nearly assimilated.
All which is respectfully submitted,
JOHN GOSMAN, Chairman.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on Nominations
to nominate double the number of persons to constitute the Board
of Domestic Missions, according to the new arrangement, as set
forth in the 3d resolution of the Committee on Missions.
The Committee on Nominations having reported, Synod proceeded to the election of the Board of Domestic Missions. On counting the ballots, it appeared that the following were chosen, viz.,
Rev. Thomas De Witt, D. D., Isaac Ferris, D. D., Mancius S.
Hutton, D. D., George H. Fisher, D. D., Geo. W. Bethune, D. D.,
R. TayAbraham Messier, D. D., John Garretson, 'William
lor, Matthias Lusk, Isaac N. Wyckoff, D. D., Alexander M. Mann,
Maurice W. Dwight, D. D., James Rpmeyn, and Messrs. Theodore
Frelinghuysen, Thomas C. Doremus, William B. Crosby, George
Zabriskie, Peter D. Vroom, Teunis Van Vechten, George W.
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Morris, William Stevens, Stephen Garretson, John Barnes ai
Frederick J. Hosford.
A communication was received from the Board of Domest
Missions, requesting that Synod would grant them the privilege (
publishing their annual reports. Whereupon it was Resolve(
That their request be granted.
ARTICLE XX.
P ARTICULARIA.

In conformity to previous resolution, Synod spent a season in tin
afternoon of the first day of the session in religious exer,cises, conducted under the direction of the President.
The committee to 'confer with the proprietor of the Christian
Intelligencer (p. 284) reported, and their report was accepted,
when, after S. short discussion, it was
Resolved, That the further consideration of the subject be indefinitely postponed.
By previous appointment, the Rev. James Romeyn preached a
sermon before the Synod in the evening of the first day of the session, from Acts xxvi. 28: " Then Agrippa said unto 'Paul, Almost

thou per,suad,est me to be a Christian."
A Memorial was received from the Consistory of the church
at Syracuse, in relation to their efforts to establish their church,
and to their present situation, circumstances gnd prospects; and
asking that their application for assistance he commended to the
churches, which was referred to the Committee on Missions.
The committee reported the following, whicb was adopted :—
The General Synod having learned, from a memorial presented to them from the Consistory of the Reformed Dutch
Church recently organized in the city of Syracuse, that they have
taken the incipient step to procure a lot, and having obtained,
under advantageous terms, a favorable location, and have, with
praiseWqrthy liberality, raised, by personal subscription, a considerable sum towards aiding in the erection of a church, and have
been encouraged by leading, influential -citizens of (Syracuse in
their exertions to found a church, and believing that there is an
indication of divine providenpe, and, from the increasing population and local resources of . Syracuse, good reasons to expect the
establishment of a flourishing church: Therefore,
Resolved, That the efforts of the Consistory of the Reformed
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